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MetroWest Fund for the Environment: 
2021 Guidelines 

Through its MetroWest Fund for the Environment, the Foundation for MetroWest awards discretionary 

grants that align with our belief that protecting and enhancing our region’s natural resources is 

fundamental to the well-being of our community. In 2020, emergency relief grants were the primary focus 

of all Foundation grantmaking activity, and the Environmental grant program was paused.  The 

Foundation is restarting this program in a new way in 2021, by making multi-year grants that will support 

longer term planning for environmental nonprofits organizations. The Foundation will prioritize 

collaborative projects that span multiple MetroWest communities and use a multi-sector approach. By 

doing so, we seek to promote and support the conservation of the waters in our region, as water is 

essential to public health, to our natural ecosystems, and to sustaining a strong regional economy. 

Grants will be awarded between $10,000 and $30,000 over a three-year period. 

GRANT PROCESS 

The 2021 grant cycle is an online process and will operate based on the following timeline: 

• August 16th  9:00 AM………………… Applications open online: www.bit.ly/ffmw_foundant  

• September 17th  5:00 PM………………… Deadline for proposals 

• October 4th – October 29th  ……………… Potential virtual site visits / follow-up conversations 

• Week of December 6th …………………….     Applicants notified of decision 

ELIGIBILITY 

Applicants must: 

• Have 501(c)(3) tax status as a registered nonprofit organization OR have an eligible fiscal sponsor 
o Public agencies are ineligible 
o Schools – private, public, pre-school, charter school, or Chapter 766 schools – are 

ineligible 

• Serve the MetroWest region 

• Incorporate a water-based element (see examples below) 

WHAT WE WILL FUND 

We encourage grant proposals that specifically focus on strategies aimed to increase our region’s climate 
resilience, offering technical and/or educational resources to advance local adaptation and mitigation 
efforts. We seek to especially support: 

• Collaborations with municipal governments and other nonprofit organizations for a region-wide, 
cross-sector approach 

• Inspire behavior changes and lower barriers to community participation in environmental work 

Potential projects may include, but by no means are limited to: 

• Efforts to achieve measurable improvements to the quality of water in our region 

• Integration of under-represented voices into the environmental dialogue and movement 

• Green infrastructure practices within an area to determine their effectiveness in managing storm 
water and sewer overflows 

• Research and advocacy work for uniform water management practices 

http://www.foundationformetrowest.org/
http://www.bit.ly/ffmw_foundant


 
 

3 Eliot Street, Natick MA 01760 • 508.647.2260 • www.foundationformetrowest.org 
 

• Practitioner engagement in local conservation efforts 
o E.g., effective design, management, and/or implementation of storm water and water 

regulations 
o E.g., providing technical expertise to local towns as they develop vulnerability plans 

HOW TO APPLY 

1. Beginning August 16th, applicants will have access to the application form online. 

2. If your organization is new to FFMW, please create an account. 

a. www.bit.ly/ffmw_foundant 

b. See www.bit.ly/ApplicantTutorial for a short video tutorial. 

3. If your organization has applied to FFMW in the past, please log into your existing account. 

a. www.bit.ly/ffmw_foundant 

4. Once you are logged into your account, click on the Apply icon from the top menu bar. 

5. Select 2021 Environmental Grant Program. 

GRANT AWARDS 

Awards will be determined by the end of July. Grantees will be notified by email of decisions and grant 
recipients will receive necessary paperwork and funding within two weeks of the notification date.  

 

DEADLINE TO APPLY: September 17, 2021 AT 5:00 PM 

 

If you have questions regarding the eligibility or suitability of your proposal, we encourage you to email 
grants@foundationformetrowest.org as early as possible to schedule a time to discuss. 
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